Antibody HMB-45 identifies the cells of blue nevi. An immunohistochemical study on paraffin sections.
Sixteen cases of blue nevi were investigated using the anti-melanoma specific antibody HMB-45. This antibody has been found to react with junctional but not with intradermal nevus cells, and with fetal and neonatal, but not with adult, melanocytes. Our study shows that HMB-45 also reacts with cells of the blue nevus, a unique type of intradermal nevus. The origin of blue nevus cells is controversial, and the results of this study support the hypothesis that blue nevus cells are not of purely melanocytic or Schwannian origin, but are derived from a precursor cell that has some common features of both melanocyte and Schwann cell.